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of Henry of Navarre, who some three years later was to win the Crown of
France through the Mass, The Cardinal and his able secretary experienced
the horrors of a siege of Paris, sampling perforce the daily fare of cats and
rats that formed the only available diet of the citizens, but all the time
labouring at the negotiations which were to have so much to do with the
pacification of France. Bellarmine returned home after having not only
more than helped to achieve these satisfactory results, but with the sincere
friendship and admiration of Henry Quatre, who, like all great men, recog-
nized true worth and ability in others. From 1592 to 1594, Fn Bellarmine
was Rector of the Roman College, and in the latter year he became Provincial
at Naples. During this last period appeared the two Catechisms, which,
like his other works, met with marked and continued success.
Much against his will, but entirely in accordance with his deserts,
the most renowned priest and theologian in Europe perhaps at that time,
was, in March 1599, elevated to the rank of Cardinal. Despite the religious
rancour of the age, there were no doubt generous souls not of the fold
who felt glad that Rome had at length done honour to the claims of her
mightiest champion. Notwithstanding the splendours of his new position,
the " Red Jesuit," as Cardinal Bellarmine came now to be familiarly called,
practised in private all the simplicity and austerities of his former life,
continuing to live in a poorly-furnished room and to distribute most of his
revenue to the needy. He refused the many costly gifts which custom
or courtesy made usual at his reception of the red hat, and in other ways
showed that he wished to be like Henry Edward Manning in our own time,
"the poor man's Cardinal," In April, 1602, the burden of the Arch-
bishopric of Capua was added to the compulsory grandeur of the Sacred
College. As prelatical ruler of the famous city where Hannibal's victorious
army met with its undoing, Cardinal Bellarmine proved himself a model
Bishop* He preached frequently and made careful visitations, saw to the
improvement of the parochial clergy and the efficient maintenance of the
various educational and charitable foundations of the province, He drew
up another excellent treatise, one entitled On the Duties of a Bishop,
which, allowing for the changes which time and new conditions have
wrought, still remains a most useful and edifying enchiridion in nearly
all matters of episcopal solicitude.
Almost to the end, were the days of this untiring worker spent in con-
troversies, one of them being with Fra Paolo (Pietro Sarpi), the notorious
Prior of the Servites, who tried, but in vain, to get Venice to imitate the
schismatical example of England, and whose History of the Council of Trent
abounds in what looks very like studied misstatements. The other was
with no less an antagonist than James I of England. At the suggestion, it
\s said, of Archbishop Abbot, the King had caused to be introduced into the